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consider the seven cantons of the Federation, we are
astonished when we realise that it was here that the Borro-
maus League was concluded in 1586, for the glory of the
Catholic Church. Nor could it be said of the Americans
that they are radical in their politics, though they are
radical in their social life. On the other hand, certain
democratic principles are guarded with a reverence, which
would be impossible in the more turbulent civilisation of
the Old World. Such ideas as that of the infallibility of the
voice of the people persist with a vigorous tenacity. But
the populace in New York is arch-reactionary, and a barrier
in the way of all far-reaching reform. It concluded with
the Tammany ring a compact of reciprocal connivance, for it
feels perfectly happy under the thumb of the brothel-keeper.
" In spite of the conservative disposition of the people
at large, it cannot be denied that the influence of political
demagogues, who know how to flatter the mob and work
on its feelings, may be a great danger in a democracy. The
average demagogue, too, stands on a lower moral plane than
the court - flatterer. A man who lavishes extravagant
praise on the virtues of a prince, may actually believe in
those virtues ; but a demagogue, when he flatters the
populace, knows that the real intelligence of the people
resides in their horny fists; and he lies knowingly. That is
why demagogues are among the most repulsive figures
in political history. Especially contemptible is their
hypocrisy. In fact, the most endurable are the brutal
blusterers like Danton, whose bloodthirsty vociferations at
least smacked of nature. He is himself a beast, and there-
fore strives to wake the beast in others. On the other
hand, what hypocrisy we find in Robespierre ! Yet he was
extremely popular. Every woman of the market-halls was
prepared to take her oath that he was a paragon of all the
virtues. Such natures have the power to utterly confuse the
course of statesmanship ; and their influence on the nerves of
an excitable people may give rise to;incalculable decisions/'1
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